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ATicket To Atlantis- A Performance by Mayar Alexan and Lina Issa ©Alia haju
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A Video Highlighting Ettijahat's 5-Year Accomplishments

Five years have passed since the launch of Ettijahat- Independent Culture. They were full of
beautiful moments despite the surrounding difficulties and harsh conditions. We have had the
opportunity to work and learn from more than 60 researchers, artists, and experts from Syria, the
Arab region, and the world. More than 120 artists, researchers and cultural institutions have
directly benefited from our programmes. We have also cooperated with more than 20 regional and
international cultural institutions, and had the chance to meet thousands of people and share with
them the astonishment of the arts in Syria, the region, and Europe. The pleasure of working with
all of these artists, researchers, and cultural actors from Syria and the world is priceless, and
cannot be summed up in asinglevideo.

We extend our sincere thanks and gratitude to all those who have shared with us their dreams and
work over the past years — we flourish and thrive with your priceless efforts.

To view the video please click here.
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Cooperation Agreement Renewed With Mamdouh Adwan Publishing House

For the second year in a row, a cooperation agreement has been signed between Ettijahat-
Independent Culture and the Mamdouh Adwan Publishing House. The agreement will allow the
implementation of a number of joint activities, the most important of which will be the Publishing
House's contribution to production grants awarded under the Creative Writing category in the
fourth edition of the Laboratory of Arts Programme.

This cooperation will increase the number of projects supported this year under the Creative
Writing category and will provide 4 grants, further enhancing the interest in different forms of
creative writing including short stories, poetry, theatre texts, and novels.

It is worth noting that Ettijahat and the Mamdouh Adwan Publishing House have previously
cooperated in the third edition of the Laboratory of Arts Programme to support the production and
publication of literary texts under the Creative Writing and Theater categories. They agreed to
support the publication of a number of works, including: a theatre text by Lama Khalil, a book
entitled Stories and Testimonies, by Dima Wannous, a documentary literary project by Haitham
Hussien, as well as an anthology of modern Syrian poetry by Ahmad Katlish. All these texts are
currently under development.

The two institutions share a strategy to support the literature and art created by young Syrian
intellectuals and artists. They have previously come together to work on many different programs,
including: Research to Strengthen Culture of Knowledge Programme, where the two collaborated to
publish a training guide on cultural research design, as well as a book entitled Five Research Papers
on Contemporary Syrian Questions. Furthermore, under the Cu/tural Priorities in Syriaprogram, the
two institutions published a book entitled On Syrian Cultural Work during the Years of Embers. The
cooperation agreement for 2017 includes the publication of a research entitled 7ransiating the
Language of the Syrian Revolution, by the researcher Eylaf Bader Eddin, winner of the Sadig Jalal
al-Azm Memorial Award for Culture Research, as well as a book entitled 7estimonies on the Reality
of Independent Cultural Action during the Past Six Years. Both books will be published by the end
of 2017.
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Four Research Papers under Translation for Publication in English

Ettijahat- Independent Culture in cooperation with Mimeta will publish four research papers
translated into English, completed under the Research to Strengthen Culture of Knowledge
Programme in its second and third editions. This step allows English speakers interested in the
Syrian affairs to read the views of young Syrian intellectuals investigating the Syrian reality and
expressing it from the perspective of those directly affected. This is highly important, particularly in
light of the West and Europe's current unprecedented interest in all that is written about Syria. The
book will be published in the second half of 2017.

Selected research papers are: Camp Construction and the Syrian Refugee, by Alina Oueishek

The Image of the Tortured Bodly in Syrian Art, by Mohammad Omran. Children under the Darkness
of the Islamic State, by Wassim Alsalty. Political Stereotypes During the Syrian Uprising.: Meanings
and Effects, by Hani Al Telfah. To read the research summaries, please click here.
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Research to Strengthen Culture of Knowledge Programme: Five research
papers for Saint Joseph University in Beirut

The researcher and actress Hanane Hajj Ali, Vice-president of Ettijahat's Board of Trustees, has
chosen five research papers completed under the Research to Strengthen Culture of Knowledge
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Programme in its second and third editions, which will be used as training modules in her Art
Sociology class at Saint Joseph University in Beirut. The topics of the selected research papers varied
between theater, music and architecture, and they were chosen based on their relevancy to the
subject of Art Sociology. The research papers are as follows:

e Expression Drawn from the Present - Augusto Boal's Approach as a Model, by Avo Kaprealian

e The Image of 'the Homeland’in the Underground Syrian Songs — From Kelna Sawa toKhebez
Dwaleh, by Waseem Al Sharqy

e Home Features in Refugee Camps — An Empirical Study on the Jirahiya Camp, by Alina
Oueishek

e The Aesthetic Features of the Presence and Absence of the Body in the Syrian Text, by
Ammar Al Ma'moun

e The Standards of Quality in Syrian Theatre Today — Independent Production Shows as a
Model (2009-2015), by Aladdin Al Alem

This step comes under Ettijahat Foundation's efforts to link Research to Strengthen Culture of
Knowledge Programme with academic bodies and local.. To read more, please click here.
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Syrian Cultural Initiatives and Projects Relating to Civil Action and
Democratic Change, a Research piece by Rama Najma

Under the Cultural Priorities in Syria program, the researcher Rama Najma is finalizing a research
piece entitled Syrian Cultural Initiatives and Projects Relating to Civil Action and Democratic
Change. The research aims to map the cultural initiatives and projects that have been initiated and
developed as part of the civil participation in the Syrian revolution. The research also seeks to
achieve quantitative credible results that show the reality of the Syrian cultural movement after
2011 and its strengths and weaknesses, as well as its opportunities and challenges. The research
will allow the development of digital charts that categorize existing cultural initiatives according to a
number of variables (type, geographical location, cultural tools used, institutional form, continuity,
relationship with the community, etc.).

"For decades, Syrian arts had established their own tradition of criticizing authorities and the ruling
power using a metaphorical language confined within careful limits that have made Syrian artistic
and cultural activity often classified as an elitist activity. However, Syria's suppressed energy was
finally brought to light by the Syrian revolution," says Najma. "With the beginning of the Syrian
revolution in March 2011, hundreds of artistic attempts emerged as an essential part of the civil
action. The revolution has produced many artistic forms and innovations that have transformed the
public space into an escape from overwhelming tyranny. Artists have challenged the ruling power
and its symbols through graffiti, photos, caricatures and literary writings. Moreover, they have
contributed to the peaceful movement through their songs and paintings and have played a role in
communicating the Syrian tragedy to the world through cinema and documentary films. Today,
they contribute to the fields of relief, education and psychological support of war victims through
the theater, performances and other artistic initiatives."

Research Problem

The researcher Rama Najma describes the research problem by saying, "Cultural projects operate
today under difficult conditions and limited capabilities, especially in besieged areas. They do not
have fixed funding sources, clear management methods, or written strategic plans. Some of them
are working according to purely momentary visions, which threaten their continuity, especially
under the continued artistic displacement that has been happening for five years, where the Syrian
cultural action and activities have leaked into neighboring countries. Today, the independent
cultural sector seems.. To read more, please click here.
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Ongoing Arab and International Screenings of the Syrian Documentary 300
Miles
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On Sunday March 19, 2017, the Lebanese capital Beirut hosted the premiere of the documentary
film 300 Miles by Oroa Mokdad as part of the 9% edition of Beirut Cinema Days.

The film is one of the projects benefiting from the Laboratory of Arts Programme. In a previous
statement to Ettijahat website, the filmmaker Oroa Mokdad said that the film addresses the idea of
divided spaces created in Syria, which are as symbolic as they are real. They are rooted in the
shattered spaces in the region following the establishment of the state of Israel, which tore the
region apart in terms of its affiliation, identity and priorities.

Locarno International Film Festival in Switzerland hosted the film's first international premiere
under the "Signs of Life" Competition in August 2016. At the time, Oroa Mokdad was unable to
travel to attend the premier due to his identity papers being held by the Lebanese General Security,
which is still the case.

In October 2016, the film won the Grand Prize for Long Film at the Doclisboa Film Festival in
Lisbon.

300 Miles was also featured in three other international screenings in Spain during March. This
included one show on March 9, 2017 in Madrid, at the Reina Sofia Museum, in the presence of the
producer Eyas Al Mokdad, and two shows on March 25 and 26, 2017 in Madrid at La Casa
Encendida Cultural Center.

The film has received a wide acclaim by film critics. The critic Mohammed Musa wrote an article
entitled 300 Miles of Syrian Devastation, saying, "The filmmaker, Oroa Mokdad, is well aware of his
time, history, and the events that have changed the face of his country. He presents a film that
combines.. To read more, please click here.
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'Crowns' Animated Film: An Interview with Morhaf Youssef
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"Politicians are like wild monkeys; when they quarrel they spoil the planting and when they
reconcile they eat the crop," George Orwell.

The cartoonist Morhaf Youssef believes that Orwell’s statement is the most accurate expression of
his new project Crowns; a 2D animated film that depicts the raging struggle between two kings
over the ruins of a previous civilization. They both build their kingdoms on a green spot full of
flowers (the last remaining), and keep losing their soldiers due to their continuous mistakes, where
they finally end up losing their own clothes. Being the only survivors, the two naked kings meet
amid destructed ruins, and soon rush to fight over their carpets, which trample the flowers. At the
height of their struggle, the film ends unexpectedly in a serious attempt to convey the message
that bloody conflicts to gain power have proved its absurdity throughout history, where humanity
has only gained destruction and death.

Youssef received a production grant in the film and animation category under Laboratory of
Artsthird edition in 2016. So far, he has completed two stages of the project, namely the design
and scenes study stage and the Outline Animation stage.

The Crowns project is not limited to the stages of artistic production of the film, but also includes
"mini workshops aimed at teaching the basics of animation art to young artists inside Syria in an
attempt to bring.. To read more, please click here.
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Winner Announcement — The Sadiq Jalal al-Azm Memorial Award for Culture
Research: Translating the Language of the Syrian Revolution, by researcher
Elaf Badr EI-Din

Ettijahat- Independent Culture has announced its selection of researcher Elaf Badr al-Din as the
winner of the Sadiq Jalal al-Azm Memorial Award for Culture Research, which was launched on
December 1, 2016. The award is dedicated to Syrian and Palestinian-Syrian researchers specializing
in culture and arts, where one researcher is chosen to complete a research on pressing issues.

A Selection Committee was formed of a group of researchers, including Dr. Ebtehal Younes from
Egypt, Mr. Yassin Haj Saleh, and Mr. Salam Kawakibi from Syria. The Committee evaluated 19 valid
forms received from ten countries, and covering varied topics on literature, the arts, political
science and society.

The Committee praised the level, variety and richness of all the applications submitted. In selecting
the winning research project, the Committee was guided by the thought of the late Sadiq Jalal al-
Azm, namely by choosing a new topic that focuses on exploration, and probes the intellectual and
cultural aspects and their impact on the current events.

Mr. Yasin Al Haj Saleh, member of the Selection Committee, commented on the selection criteria by
saying, "The Selection Committee has paid special attention to the originality of the proposed
research and its relevance to the Syrian revolution and the Syrian cause. The committee focused
on younger researchers and scholars. We have concluded that the research proposed by Eylaf
Bader Eddin, 7ranslating the Language of the Syrian Revolution, meets these criteria. The
committee looks forward to reading the completed research, and wishes the researcher all
success."

The research, Translating the Language of the Syrian Revolution, aims to highlight the impact of
translating the language used in expressing the Syrian revolution on the image formed in the West
about what had happened and is still happening in Syria. The research hypothesis relies on.. To
read more, please click here.
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Dima Abo Zidan © Ettijahat
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School and Its Impact on Shaping the Individual’s Personality, by researcher
Dima Abu Zeidan
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The research entitled School and Its Impact on Shaping the Individual’s Personality by the young
researcher Dima Abu Zeidan, comes under the third edition of Research to Strengthen Culture of
Knowledge Programme, and sheds light on the serious effects of transforming school, particularly
in the basic education phase, into an ideological indoctrination institution in Syria prior to 2011.

The research seeks to identify the school's impact on forming the culture of citizenship in the Syrian
society, particularly because the school is an educational institution that complements the functions
of the family, and contributes its outputs to society and the state. It has a fundamental impact on
building the personality of the individual as well as the production of knowledge and culture. It also
plays a major role in several aspects of social, economic, political and cultural life in general. School
contributes to the formation of political concepts and is essential to education and raising
awareness, as well as enriching the intellectual, scientific, literary and artistic content.

"My experience in this research was not limited to the research itself or any short term
accomplishment, rather it is a long-term experience, particularly because I am myself a graduate of
Syrian schools and universities," said Abu Zeidan. “I have lived this educational reality in Syria for
decades. My colleagues and I were aware of the situation of education, and how it had been
diverted from its educational purpose into a politicized educational system aimed at brain
programming and instilling the ideology of the political regime in the country. Hence came the idea
of the research, with the hope that we can shed light on the educational situation in Syria and its
status over the past decades, how it differed from what it used to be in the past, and how it affects
students and society at large.”

“One of the most important difficulties I have encountered during my research was the need to
obtain documented information about.. To read more, please click here.
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Laboratory of Arts
Syrian Artists Support Programme
Fourth Edition
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Save The Date. Ettijahat Launches the 4" Edition of the Laboratory of
Artsand Raises the Number of Grants to 20 Production Grants

Ettijahat in cooperation with 7he Goethe-Institut has announced that it will start receiving
applications for production grants awarded under the fourth edition of the Laboratory of Arts:
Syrian Artists Support Programme, carried out in cooperation with the Goethe Institute, as from



April 15, 2017 until June 15, 2017.

This year, on the occasion of Ettijahat Foundation's fifth anniversary, and due to the large number
of applications received last year, the Laboratory of Arts programme is doubling the number of
annual grants to 20. The value of each is up to 5000 USD. The programme is aimed at artists and
artistic initiatives wherever they are located in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey, Iraq, as well
as the countries of diaspora in Europe.

The program targets Syrian artists and cultural entities and seeks to support their creative practices
in all forms of artistic expression under the following categories: Cinema and Animation; Theatre,
Dance, and Performance Art; Visual Arts, including Fine Arts, Installations, and Graphic Design;
Music; as well as Creative Writing, which is carried out in partnership with Mamdouh Adwan
Publishing House.

All information relating to Application Form and Terms & Conditions will be available on Ettijahat's
website as of April 15, 2017.



