| IS P
"——_\\

&
k25

R A
Ettijahat

dyig)islyl dybayl 8 il
Bimonthly e-Newsletter

2016 pgisi /JgVl gupiei gildl axell
Issue 4 - October 2016

www.ettijahat.org

o 9 b JoVl wlluw

9 Sl Ll avls adlass! pudais 8 Lol Jael dmwio dliiweo @957 ~cldlail &)L
9 ol @udo (50 2016 ,gsST /JgV i 3 iy 1 oo Usg « ol cloluo Olgisy Lg sl
.Radialsystem V piww Jbosl,

sac 293is Jlawl Hlb] 59 «Syomll il didliog pyras Jleall &) (| So M cololuco sy
o0 orsmaiall Guliall o aaell alie) av s lafl ga JlaisVl 380 Lg,el (Wl pasadl (o asS
il oladl (08 wlilaly axbimwgo SMa> golipl paniy cu> Lilally au,ell ashiolly byow
S0l splall 8 (58 Uo9,e) @LoVL (sS>9 pMOI (og,c9 ausl wlshds (slailly

&S Loy« Ml Olawins aoadl aslodVl dus )Ll 8,159 JuSg oo dusbiasl aodSy adlai>Vl i
Jo> pi Lo, Saas> vlisll ackal (29 wgu Vooyme 2lisdl s sl .gl> Lw,ld S gl wliall
9> J_..ub 0>L.9J bng_w E9g o u|9..w [ N-FUWI.Y.)

QLa.azo CLu.o) &> Lo S\D9 u.o.//,_;\.//:gzl//ub*w o)mUcu Lw| aJlai>\ @.;.9.” Cuob);.“ - W=Y)
O 3 ) |)9).o (LS\C )0 U.uo.wl.: &0 )s_u.d| UL |s'._b Cl.u.oJ| ng.o.sW o0 dcgise dcgoxo Uo)szj
Jolss Lad g «@8,allg 39905 plud ol Jsl dJa_o.J Ulgie) (sdawgog oS> U2 > L5\2..aJ
seaeill sle cupparl) JoW Joall ol Ao oMY 0,25 < Jol a8,4)

59U 5ls8 8508 ULy 9 (sdawgol) JoW Josll 835LwY (sdrwgo Jox Lpilled alaisVl piis
: g Apeo o ol puie> > Jexl pasig (Jao/ Ulgisy

o0ladl oo sac Jlach «dWly ilil cruogall UMS ot s il alaisVl pouais oS
ol oMaw Sila> @Sl cOldiaw (oo wamil slod lpd Ly Olid go sli) Olgisy 9]



s wsilos> aSlo oo JS) onphall wa) s> Uose sle adla>Vl ol Joidy s oo Wad
szl ey lo Oloimy i)l

cludsdl el ol o uyle> luds W alaasVl aiss sl yoe,sll go oS;leill

oo 332) aliwVl o dcgazxe lplMs axgis pu,SUl auc sae> B, Wy cizaws [ Ulgic
p9pios 6l (sisll 2Vl @dMe Jo> GladVI Gulially szpoll (88 Gloidl Gupsand! Gilial]
coxlll

sx0ll (58 apsadll Galiall Jac bog b sl Tlae lo Wlsic Josusd @ lgaull wlelalll (530 Lol
a0l 8,10lly dxopen] «Syuwll &ilos a0l 8yaall eVl ppul Jiond! oo US hriaious
2938 Jilg 2,20dly LolSl Bl (sde ol (sl o> (sl

e @og,0ll 3912l Aluse Lpdors go Guudlidy dpn/ by Ulgic Jozs @il ay,lg> dul>
Lgssl sl prlpall sbsVlg uilial) (suedl jueill @5)>

s biall jic dg) ud R0 (sle ddlaix>Vl dxans 8,L5 ey osdrasill zelsul (de e MbM
wslails oVl oLl 8,150 dle, cams oW Jasll duubo lpoksis Lol cololuo axllaio]
&ig> Apeo — 3,99 duwdo — Ugd duwdo o pclg (lsiuwo a9 ~wldlxl duwio go
Sleg @b — Pl dwowdo — 2gisall goizoll dwowdo — willay | (s8ladl Gudzoll — silalVI
gl dbwowso — Ulidazew

839250 SV .auilalVls au,ell (5] @189 dax,s axgiy (JlaisVl lled JSI silso Jgsll
gzl auswl Jg>allg

Landschaften Der Hoffnung (Spaces for Hope) starts in Berlin

Ettijahat-Independent Culture will partner with Action for Hope to organise Landschaften
Der Hoffnung (Landscapes of Hope), an event that celebrates Syrian art in Europe, starting
on October 1%t and ending on October 3, 2016. The event will take place at the
Radialsystem V in Berlin, Germany.

The event aims at providing a platform to introduce and discuss Syrian art after a large
number of Syrians have been displaced recently. It is also an opportunity to meet many
outstanding Syrian, Arab, and German artists. The programme includes music concerts,
discussions about arts and culture, literary readings, film screenings, storytelling, and Syrian
cooking exhibitions.

The event will start with a keynote speech from Mr. Stephan Steinlein, State Secretary of
the Federal Foreign Office, followed by a speech by Mr. Fares Al-Helou, the renowned
Syrian artist. The first day will also see the opening of No Homes in Camps, an art
exhibition by Hamdy Reda, and Soriana Project, a music concert led by Basel Rajoub.

The programme also includes Art Refuge, a space for presenting pieces of art and literature,
starting with poetry by Yasmine Marei, Presentation by Doha Hassan, storytelling and music
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by Bassam Dawoud and group, contemporary dance by Amal Group, and screenings of
short films made by Action for Hope filmmaking training programme students.

The event will conclude with a music concert by Action for Hope Music School Ensemble, led
by Fawaz Baker and presented by Joachim Bernauer from The Goethe Institut.

In its second and third day, the event will also introduce the audience to the work of Syrian
artists, through Meet the Artist.

Additionally, the programme will feature Beyond Hummus, a live cooking show by Malake
Jezmati and Rita Barich.

The event will also feature three discussion panels. The first of these panels, Do You Hear
Me?is moderated by Jaafar Abdul Karim. He will pose questions to a number of Syrian
artists in exile, as well as German artists, about the links between current art production
and the concept of asylum.

The second session, What to Do? discusses the circumstances of Syrian artists’ work in exile
with artists and cultural actors, including Ali Kaaf, Ayham EI Agha, Jumana Al Yassri, Laila
Hourani and Wael Qadour.

The third session, As Free as It Gets, will discuss the limits of freedom of artistic expression
for Syrian writers and artists who moved recently to Europe.

To learn more about details of the programme, please visit the Facebook event page.

Landschaften Der Hoffnung (Landscapes of Hope) is organised by Action for Hope, under
the patronage of the German Federal Foreign Office, and in partnership with Ettijahat-
Independent Culture. The project is supported by the Dawn Foundation, Ford
Foundation, 7he Goethe Institut, the British Council, Open Society Foundation, Allianz
Foundation, Nadia and Ghiath Sukhtian, and Foundation Onda.

The event is open to the public. German and Arabic translation will be provided. Places are
limited, with priority of entry to those who come earlier.
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Damascus in Exile in Berlin, organised with the participation of
Ettijahat

Ettijahat- Independent Culture will participate in a panel session on Cultural Work in the
Middle East on 3 November 2016 in Berlin.

The session is part of the project Goethe-Institut Damascus | In Exile being held by the
Goethe-Institut from 20 October to 5 November in a vacant shop premises in Berlin. The
Goethe-Institut Damascus has been closed since 2012 for security reasons. Its staff, as well
as many artists, had to leave the country, and they are now in exile, mostly in

Europe. Goethe-Institut Damascus | In Exile aims to create a symbolic place for cultural
encounters. The event will include a group of panel discussions and workshops, as well as a
series of film screenings, exhibitions, concerts, and performances.

Ettijahat will take part in the event as partner of the Goethe-Institut. Performances
supported by Ettijahat will be presented, namely Bouzouki: An experimental music project by
Ary Sarhan on 3 November and Displacement by Methkal Al Zgheir on 5 November.

For a detailed schedule, please click here.
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Ettijahat participates in a panel session and workshop in Slovakia

Represented by the executive director, Abdullah AlKafri, Ettijahat-Independent Culture will
participate in a panel session on Strategies of Survival: Independent Syrian Cultural Work in
Slovakia supported by 7he Goethe Institutin Bratislava, on November 239, 2016.
The session aims to share Ettijahat’s experience in exploring effective approaches to cultural
work despite the crises the Syrian cultural sector suffers, to develop cultural and art practices;
and to look at the challenges of working in times of political and social change.
The session will focus on Ettijahat’s experience since 2012 in empowering the independent
Syrian cultural sector, considering the challenges and dangers civil activists face, through
studying the case of an agreed upon document on the priorities of Syrian cultural work, made
by the organisation.

Ettijjahat will also organise the hands-on workshop, Outside the Box. 1t aims at working with
artists and independent cultural organisations in Slovakia to share experiences that may be
useful to the development of independent cultural actors’ work. Syrian artists will be invited
to participate, organise cultural events, and benefit from creative retreats.
The workshop will focus on the major changes that.. To read more, please click here.
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Create Syria: Now, Here. Part of the IETM satellite meeting in Beirut
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As part of the IETM meeting in Beirut, held on 6 — 9 October 2016, Ettijahat-Independent
Culturewill participate in a session, entitled Create Syria: Now, Here, on October 8%,
Three artists with projects made within the pilot edition of Create Syria. a project to
empower Syrian art in exile, launched by Ettijahatin 2016, in partnership with the British
Council and International Alert; will participate in the panel.

The participants will include actress Raghad Al Makhlouf, from the film and theatre project
EPDA; theatre director Ossama Halal, from Koon Theatre Lab; and director Eyad Hossami,
director of the play Family Ti-Jean.

The session aims to explore three different approaches to three theatre projects that tried
to create a strong connection between the audience and the programme beneficiaries in the
local communities, while maintaining aesthetic values and freedom of expression.

For more details, please click here.
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Announcement of The Names of Selected Researchers of The Fourth
Edition of Research: to strengthen The Culture of Knowledge

Ettijahat-Independent Culture announced the names of the selected researchers of the
fourth edition of the Research: to strengthen The culture of knowledge programme,
organised in collaboration with Mimeta-Centre for Culture Sector Development and Arts
Cooperation. The selections were made based on the evaluation of the project’s scientific
committee.

Based on the committee’s final meeting on September 21%t, 2016, the following researchers
were selected to benefit from the fourth edition:

Amal Alias: Graffiti: From the Politics of Monopolizing Power, to a Culture of Popular
Empowerment

Jihan Katish: The Concept of Theatre Technics, and Educating Theatre Technicians in Syria
Guevara Naemr: Transformations and Current Manifestations of Kurdish Society in Syrian
Cinema

Kholoud Sharaf: Features of Modern Syrian Poetry after 2011 - A Study of Transformations
in Content and Artistic Form

Rasha Salah: Similarities and Differences in Traditions of the Horan Plains (in Cuisine,
Celebrations and Mourning)

Lara Eilo: Syrian Theatre from after the Revolution to the Present Day (in Lebanon)
Mohammad Aljssem: Managing Diversity in Syria - An Examination of the Cultural Heritage
of Syrian Communities

Manal Ghanem: Artistic Standards in Theatre Texts for Children

Hiba Mehrez: Integration - A New Attempt at Understanding the Term

Wael Salem: Syrian Televisual Drama - An Analysis and Critique

A second list was also selected to benefit from the training programme:
Reham Mohamad
Mudar Ramadan
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The scientific committee members included: Dr. Hassan Abbas (Syria), Dr. Marianne
Noujaim (Lebanon), and Fatin Farhat (Palestine).

Commenting on this edition’s research papers, Dr. Hassan Abbas, the head of the scientific
committee said: “It brings me great happiness to see Ettijahat prepare to launch the fourth
edition of the programme, not only for what this programme means to me personally, since
I have not stopped working with it since its initial launch in 2012; but also for what this
programme means to the research and civil movements in the current Syrian landscape.
Having a fourth edition, with a great number of applications from young researchers, means
that Syrian young men and women still assign great value and regard to knowledge, despite
all they have gone through over the last five years. They still look to the future with a hope
stronger than despair, and with seriousness that rejects frustrations. It also means that the
civil society, that has been developing over the recent years, is only becoming stronger,
with a clearer character. It is not a community concerned only with emergencies and relief
alone (as important as that is, of course), but it is also concerned with human development
and building a better future.”

The next phase of the fourth edition will see a training workshop in order to develop the
skills of selected researchers. The workshop will be held in Beirut from the 5-10 November
2016, and will be supervised by cultural research specialists, after which the researchers will
start working on their papers, expected to be finished by the end of February 2017.

For more information about the programme, please click here.
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Projects Supported in the Third Edition of the Laboratory of Arts are
Announced

Ettijahat-Independent Culture announced the projects to be supported in the third edition of
theLaboratory of Arts: A Support Syrian Artists program, in association with the Goethe-
Institut. The number of supported projects was raised from 10 to 13 and divided into five
categories including film and animation, theatre and performance arts, fine and visual arts,
music, and creative writing. This edition will see the production of one documentary film,
two short animated films, one play, two music albums, and one music video, as well as the
publication of four books, including a play and literary testimonials, and the production of
an audio-visual installation and an art booklet.

Selected artists include:

Cinema and Animation: Eyas Almokdad (The Last Scene), Morhaf Youssef (Crowns), Salam
Alhasan (Snow of Damascus).

Creative Writing: Ahmed Katlish (Audio Anthology of Syrian Poetry in Exile), Dima Wannous
(Tale of a Refugee), Haitham Hussien (The Ordeal of Refuge and the Curse of Exile).

Music: Ibrahim Kadar (The Sound of an Immigrant), Khouarif Group (Anthem of Choking),
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Mohannad Nasser (Loud Whispers).
Theatre and Performance Art: Lama Khalil (Insomnia), Wael Ali (Temporary Address).
Visual Arts: Raed Zeno (Marriage Contract), Mohamad Omran (Crowd).

To learn more about the selected artists, please click here.

Members of the juries for the third edition included:

Cinema and Animation: Amer Shomali (Palestine), Fares Alhelou (Syria), Rania Stephan
(Lebanon).

Creative Writing: Hassan Nejmi (Morroco), Leila Chammaa (Lebanon-Germany), Rosa Yassin
(Syria).

Music: Ashraf Kateb (Syria-Germany), Kamylia Jubran (Palestine), Toufic Farroukh
(Lebanon-France).

Theater and Performance Art: Amal Omran (Syria), Hassan El Geretly (Egypt), Mey Seifan
(Syria-Germany).

Visual Arts: Asem Al Basha (Syria), Mouneer Al-Shaarani (Syria), Samar Martha (Palestine).

The Mamdouh Adwan publishing house will contribute to supporting those creative writing
projects selected by the programme by printing them.

Composer and musician Toufic Farroukh, a member of the music category’s jury, said:
“Despite the difference in the level of participants in terms of both artistic calibre as well as
research and experience, I think the results commend and salute projects that deserve
support and nurturing, especially in these difficult circumstances”!

Mani Pournaghi, Director of Goethe-Institutin Lebanon, said: “It is our aim to develop
vibrant relationships with our partners: Individuals and organisations working independently
in the field of culture, education and civil society. The empowerment of cultural actors and
artists is one of the main objectives of the Goethe-Institut. The co-operation with.. To read
more, please click here.
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Create Syria concludes its pilot edition with a symposium and a
dialogue platform on the challenges of cultural work

Ettijahat-Independent Culture, in partnership with the British Council and International
Alert, has organised a symposium that brought together a number of cultural actors and
cultural and development organisations from the 16-17 September 2016 in Dar El-Nimer for
Arts & Culture and Sun Flower Space, in Beirut.

The symposium aimed at shedding light on Syrian cultural and artistic practices as well as
different forms of expression, and served as a platform to discuss the effectiveness of the
arts within their civil and social contexts. The role of the arts in strengthening adjustment to
host societies was also discussed in sessions on the challenges of cultural work in exile. The
results of 11 projects were supported by the pilot edition of Create Syria: a project to
empower Syrian art in exile.

The session discussed the most important challenges and risks faced by Syrian art in exile
and stressed the urgent need to develop adequate responses to its needs and to prioritise
cultural and artistic expression within activities that support adjustment and call for freedom
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of expression in times of crises. These issues, among others, were discussed over four
sessions with a group of expert speakers and practicing artists.

Session 1: “Challenges facing Syrian artists in practicing their craft in exile,” with Eman
Saeid, drama writer; Khaled Omran, music composer and musician; Sabine Choucair, artistic
director of ‘The Caravan’ project; Soudade Kaadan, filmmaker; and Hanane Hajj Ali, activist
and UNESCO expert.

Session 2: “Art within the society, making art accessible, and challenging stereotypes,” with
Clara Sfeir, dancer and choreographer; Eric Deniaud, artists and co-founder of Collectif
Kahraba; Eyad Houssami, director of ‘Masrah Ensemble’; Mohamad Khayata, painter and
photographer; and Hanan Kassab Hassan, expert in cultural management and
programming.

Session 3: “Mechanisms for supporting and enabling artistic practices in exile,” with Al
Atassi, director of Bidayyat for Audio-visual Arts; Basma El-Husseiny, director of Action for
Hope and cultural consultant; Charlotte Onslow, Programme Development Advisor,
International Alert; and Geoliane Arab, independent cultural manager.

Session 4: “Dialogue session on the policy brief for supporting Syrian art in exile (Lebanon
as an example),” with Maurice Aaeq, journalist and researcher; and Hassan Abbas,
academic, researcher, and the executive director of the Syrian League for Citizenship.

To watch a video about all the Create Syria pilot edition’s project, please click here.

The symposium also included two performances which were still in progress, including.. To

read more, please click here.
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Two beneficiaries of the Laboratory of Arts programme will participate
in K.A.L.R retreat in Slovakia

Composer and buzuq player Ary Sarhan, as well as actor and director Mayar Alexan, will
participate in the international programme for art retreats in KoSice, Slovakia in October and
November 2016. The programme is supported by 7he Goethe Institut in Bratislava, in
association with Ettijahat-Independent Culture.

Mayar Alexan will work on developing a new project, while Ary Sarhan will continue to
develop his project about the Syrian-Kurdish music heritage, and meet with a number of
Slovakian musicians and artists.

K.A.I.R Kosice Artist in Residence is an international art retreats programme for artists from
around the world, of all artistic disciplines. The programme aims to create a group of
international art alliances between Slovakia and international artists. The programme
started in 2011 to allow participating artists to work on their art projects in an inspiring
environment within the city of KoSice, Slovakia.

To visit the programme’s website, please click here.
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Real Estate Misdemeanoursby Iyas Shahin at the University of
Cambridge

Architect Iyas Shahine, one of the grantees of the second edition of the Laboratory of Arts
programme, has worked together with City Incarnation on one of his new art works, in In
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Retreat, an exhibition organised in the Department of Architecture at the University of
Cambridge, on September 23, 2016. The exhibition explored the transformations and
changing relationships in cities that went through forceful change. The exhibition included
works and concepts formed by a group of architects and was held as a part of Spatial
Articulations of Collective Identities in the Context of the Middle Eastern Cities.

Iyas Shahin noted about the work: “ ity Incarnation is a spatial architectural-art piece that
explores the conflict between architecture and the body of Damascus by discussing some of
the current and prospective architectural investments that supposedly aim to develop the
city. But we, as citizens, doubt it would. Gity Incarnation is a multidimensional approach in
which the work proposes paradoxical issues in order to change the way we see and expand
our perception of the city.

“It is a metaphorical imaginary assumption.. To read more, please click here.
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The Image of ‘the Homeland’ in Underground Syrian Songs — A
research paper by Waseem Al Sharqi
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Discussing the image of ‘the homeland’ in Syrian underground songs, the research paper
was recently finished by Waseem Al Shargi. The research paper observes manifestations of
its theme in songs by two music groups from different generations. The first group, Ke/na
Sawa, was founded in mid-1990’s. The second group, Khebez Dawleh, was founded in
Beirut after the Syrian uprising, with members of different ages.

Supported by the third edition of the Research: to strengthen a culture of

knowledge programme, the paper starts by observing the current reality of Syrian
underground songs, with changes in means of production and marketing, on one hand, and
the change of the whole socio-political reality in the country. These changes, however, did
not necessarily lead to a fundamental change in Syrian song-writers’ rhetoric, especially in
terms of profound recurring themes in their work, such as the image of ‘the homeland.’

On his personal experiences, before and during the research, Waseem says: “Writing about
the role of personal experiences in writing this research paper does not mean isolating this
factor from other factors, neither does it mean assigning a more important role to it. I can
say that the experience, as a whole, was very personal in nature, in a sense that it was
solitary, rather than unique or distinguished. On a personal level, this was my first
experience of writing in a foreign country, away from direct sources of information, such as
paperback books and people one could interview. The first difficulty having to completely
rely on the Internet. It did not end there, however. I faced difficulties convincing the
supervisor and reading committee of my research methods on such a problematic topic,
where music and literature overlap, and where political rhetoric is not direct or easy to
analyse.”

Additionally, being geographically away from the research supervisor limited my ability to
communicate to discuss the paper.. To read more, please click here.
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Testimonials about independent Syrian cultural work—a book in
progress by Ettijahat

Ettijahat-Independent Culture extended invitations to around 180 Syrian and non-Syrian
artists and cultural actors, asking them to participate in a testimonial book that aims to
observe the most prominent experiences in independent Syrian cultural works in 2011 —
2016, using testimonies of practitioners and observers inside and outside Syria.

The book targets all artists, as well as cultural management and planning, media, and
publication professionals. The contents and form of the testimonies included in the book are
open to endless possibilities, from insights and dreams to documentation of hands-on work
and personal incidents and difficulties, as well as suggestions of alternative solutions for the
future of Syria, including its cultural sector.

The book is expected to be published by early 2017.



