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MINA Forum Opens Today in Beirut

Ettijahat-Independent Culture organizes “"MINA: Artistic Ports and Passages”, an art platform to be
held in several locations in Beirut from November 30 to December 3, 2017.

More than 30 artists from 10 countries will participate in the forum, which marks the fifth
anniversary of Ettijahat. MINA will include diverse shows and events in the fields of theater,
cinema, musical performances and art installations, which are prepared under projects supported
by Ettijahat in Syria and neighboring countries through the Laboratory of Arts Programme in
partnership with the Goethe-Institut Libanon.

MINA will feature an art program presented for the first time to the Lebanese public, including the
launching of two albums: Jiyan (by Ary Jan Sarhan) and L ‘Oud Whispers (by Mohannad Nasser),
theatre readings of the play Temporary Stay (by Wael Ali and Chrystele Khodr), The Math Book (an
installation/performance by Hiba Alansari), and the film screening of 300 Miles (by Orwa Al
Mokdad), and Home of the Rivers (by Maya Mounayer).

Moreover, MINA will present parallel artistic activities, including an open discussion entitled An Arab
world with no Artist... To read more, please click here.
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Book Signing Ceremony of "Now Then: Testimonials on Independent Syrian
Cultural Work" held today at MINA Forum, Beirut

Thursday 30 November, 6:30 pm, Goethe-Institut Libanon.
To read more, please click here.
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Training of 12 Researchers Completed under the Fifth Edition of Research: To
Strengthen Culture of Knowledge

Under the fifth edition of Research: To Strengthen Culture of Knowledge program, and in
collaboration with Mimeta — the Norwegian Centre for Culture Sector Development and Arts
Cooperation, and Turquoise Mountain Foundation, Ettijahat-Independent Culture has completed the
training of 12 researchers out of the 16 originally accepted. The training took place from October
28" to November 4™, 2017 at Ettijahat’s headquarters in Beirut, and the participants came from
Syria, Lebanon, Germany and Turkey. The training was conducted by a number of specialized trainers
from both private and public universities, research centers, and institutions in Syria, Lebanon, and
Afghanistan, including Dr. Hassan Abbas, Dr. Marian Najim, Mary Elias, Dr. Hala Al-Shash, in addition
to two sessions conducted by the Turquoise Mountain Foundation and trainer Abdullah Al-Kafri.
The training program included the following three main axes.. To read more, please click here.
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Challenges facing Syrian cultural work in diaspora
By Milena Dragicevi¢ Sesi¢

Director of UNESCO Chair in Cultural Policy and Management
University of Arts, Belgrade

In a war times cultural organizations are facing numerous challenges: heavy censorship, new
obligations and demands related to national security and propaganda tasks imposed by
government, willing to use cultural infrastructure as a propaganda machine and, on the other side,
internal and external exodus of artists and critical intelligentsia. In the case of Syria, exile, that is
not yet clear if it would be permanent or temporary, is of crucial importance for reconsideration of
programmes that might help establishing Syrian cultural space. Scattered around the world, Syrian
artists are isolated, deprived of their basic human rights, not even thinking about their cultural and
professional rights. This is reinforced by the rise of numerous inner country borders that prevent
artists and cultural organizations from collaboration and even mutual communication.

That poses more problems to the work of academic art institutions that have to fight for survival,
ensuring only the minimum of their activities. It is hardly possible for remaining professors and
students to devote any time for the development of their curricula, helping in raising basic
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professional skills of young artists. Issues linked to modern transversal skills are not on the agenda.
Thus, Syrian cultural work today has to be “organized” and modelled in an innovative way, trying to
cross all visible and invisible borders that are imposed by national government, other parts in
conflict (sectarian militia) and international community (visa, or even ban to enter US).

Dissolution of Yugoslavia through wars had similar effects on the Balkan’s cultural scene and it was
mostly through efforts of international organizations and foundations (Kulturkontakt Austria, Open
Society Foundation, European Cultural Foundation) that first contacts, even during war times,
projects and collaborative processes have been established. Most of them were for those who have
stayed in the country while those who have been forced or have chosen exile were forgotten.
However, there was one programme, Supplementary Grants for Students from the Former
Yugoslavia (1993-2000), that gave grants to students displaced by Balkan wars but did not help
much in connecting them with those who stayed in the country or in between themselves.

Regional Balkan programmes, especially those aiming to build capacities of independent artistic
organizations, have to be studied so that their achievements or failures could be taken in account
when and if developing similar programmes for Syria and Syrian artists in the country and abroad.
Humanitarian assistance without programmes that would help in keeping human dignity would not
have deep impact. On the other side, we have to be aware that arts seen only as part of psycho-
social action might leave deep impact on future generations - like in Cambodia where young
generations of post conflict do not want to study arts seeing them only as a profession for people
with handicap.

Most of the Syrian artists in exile do not accept separations that are now dividing Syrian.. To read
more, please click here.
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Ary Jan Sarhan Releases His Album Jiyan at MINA Forum

The Syrian Buzuq player Ary Jan Sarhan releases his new album Jiyan at the MINA Forum on
Thursday, November 30, 2017 at 9:00 pm, Beryte Theater, Beirut. Jiyan is one of the projects
supported by the Laboratory of Arts program.

To read more, please click here.
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Installation/Performance by Hiba Alansari at MINA Forum
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Hiba Alansari participates in MINA Forum through an art installation/performance titled 7he Math
Book, which is one of the projects supported by the Laboratory of Arts program. The installation
and performance are shown on Friday, December 1% at 7:30 pm, Ashkal Alwan Center.

To read more, please click here.
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Film Screening of 300 Miles by Orwa al Mokdad at MINA Forum

Under the MINA Forum, the Metropolis Empire Sofil in Beirut hosts a film screening of 300 Milesby
Orwa al Mokdad on December 2™, 2017 at 7:30 pm. 300 Miles is one of the projects supported by

the Laboratory of Arts program.
Film screening followed by a Q&A with film director Orwa Al Mokdad moderated by Nidal Dibs.

To read more, please click here.
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Readings of Temporary Stay: A Play by Wael Ali and Chrystele Khodr at MINA
Forum

Director Wael Ali participates in the MINA Forum through theatre readings of his play

entitled 7emporary Stay, starring the Lebanese actress Chrystele Khodr. The play is one of the
projects supported by the Laboratory of Arts program, and is shown on Sunday, December 3™, at
9:00 pm, Salle Montaigne Theater, the French Institute in Lebanon.

To read more, please click here.
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Mohannad Nasser Releases His Album L'Oud Whispers at MINA Forum

The Oud player Mohannad Nasser releases his new music album L'Oud Whispers at Metro al
Madina on Saturday, December 2", at 10 pm. L'Oud Whispers is one of the projects supported by
the Laboratory of Arts program.

To read more, please click here.
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Screening of the Documentary Home of the Rivers at MINA Forum

The Director Maya Mounayer presents her new documentary film Home of the Rivers at MINA
Forum on Sunday, December 3™, at 4:00 pm, Sursock Auditorium. Home of the Rivers is one of the
projects supported by Laboratory of Arts program.

Film screening followed by a Q&A with film director Maya Mounayer moderated by Nidal Dibs.

To read more, please click here.
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Marriage Contract: An Art Installation by Raed Zeno at MINA Forum
The visual artist Raed Zeno presents his first solo art installation Marriage Conract at MINA Forum,

Fabrika Center, Beirut from November 30 to December 3, 2017, 10 am—7 pm.
To read more, please click here.
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An Arab World with No Artist: A Round Table Discussion at MINA Forum

Ettijahat cordially invites you to attend a round table discussion entitled An Arab world with no
Artist at MINA Forum on Saturday, December 2™ at 2:00 pm, Goethe-Institut. (For reservations:
+961 1 57 01 31).

To read more, please click here.
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Creative Testimonies: In Quest of Our Cities in the World: A Text Reading at
MINA Forum

Ettijahat cordially invites you to attend a text reading entitled In Quest of Our Cities in the Worldon
Friday, December 1%t at 5:00 pm at Dar El Nimer for Arts and Culture. Participants include Jamal
Shahid, Jumana al-Yasiri, Golan Hajj, Rasha Omran, Odai al-Zoubi and Orwa al Mokdad. Session
moderator: Hasan Daoud.

The readings will be accompanied by a screening of In View (2017), a video project by Randa
Maddabh.

To read more, please click here.
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Meet the Artist: Presentation of Five Works in Progress at MINA Forum

Ettijahat cordially invites you to attend the event Meet the Artist on Saturday, December 2™ at 4:00
pm, Fabrika Center. Meet the Artist is a space that allows five Syrian artists to present their new in
progress projects to the public.

Meet the Artist is an exceptional opportunity and an intimate experience to explore diverse works
of art in the fields of cinema, music, visual installation and to get to know their creators within the
exciting and inspiring space of FABRIKA, which was opened this year in Beirut.

The artists are: Ibraheem Ramadan, Faddoul Saad, Lina Alabed, Milad Amin & Saeed Al Batal, Wael
Kadlo.
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Khawareef Group Prepares to Release New Musical Album by the End of 2017

Khawareef is an independent group that met and started working by the end of 2015. It consists of
young men and women working in the field of audiovisual production. The group aims to produce
sarcastically critical artistic content that adopts black comedy as a method of working away from
any political or religious affiliation. Gerard Agbachian, a member of the group, introduces the
group, its work and the latest developments in their new project by saying, "the Group's product is
of a simple non-elitist language that allows for approaching the largest possible audience. Fair
humanitarian and social standards are the only controls applicable to the Group's work, which


https://ettijahat.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=946d684408dbc4984c1c03879&id=21b0bc7316&e=11d8d42460

primarily expresses the views of its members.
The members of the Khawareef Group live in several countries.. To read more, please click here.
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Interview with the Researcher Hiba Mehrez on Her Research the Syrian
Cultural Product in Exile.



https://ettijahat.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=946d684408dbc4984c1c03879&id=d57ad85683&e=11d8d42460
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Researcher Hiba Mehrez has concluded her work on her research entitled 7he Syrian Cultural
Product in Exile between Democratic Integration and Acculturation under the fourth edition of
Research: To Strengthen Culture of Knowledge. The research discusses the concept of Syrian
integration in exile today and seeks to answer important questions such as, what is the reality of
the Syrian cultural product today in exile? How is it manifested? What is its relationship with the
new cultural situation that the Syrians are living today? The research focuses on Germany a model.
Q: What is your personal/professional motivation behind choosing and completing this
research?

A: I wanted to pose a pressing question on integration, its relationship with art, and the fate of the
old mechanisms that have always been present, for example, acculturation and assimilation. I
believe that real questions are what make good answers.

Q: What are the main difficulties you encountered during your research? How did you
manage to overcome them in whole or in part?

A: The problem I faced was that the research tried to avoid artistic criticism and focused instead on
research within the social context of the cultural product.. To read more, please click here.
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Coming Soon: The Second Edition of Create Syria


https://ettijahat.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=946d684408dbc4984c1c03879&id=0ac88a7d90&e=11d8d42460

In cooperation with the British Council, £ttijahatis preparing to launch the second edition of Create
Syria: A Project to Empower Syrian Art in Exile. All information related to the second pilot edition
will be published during the first quarter of 2018.

Create Syria is a project designed to strengthen and enhance the expertise of Syrian artists and
cultural actors in exile. It seeks to provide a qualified environment as well as initiatives that
empower Syrian artists, cultural actors and civil society organizations to play a leading role in
improving the living conditions of Syrians. It will support creative efforts and initiatives that
contribute to fostering cooperation, harmony, and coping between Syrians and host communities.
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Soon... Translating the Language of the Syrian Revolution by the Researcher
Elaf Badr El-Din




Ettijahat will soon publish a research book titled 7ranslating the Language of the Syrian
Revolution, by the researcher Elaf Badr El-Din, in cooperation with Mamdouh Adwan Publishing
House.

The researcher Salam Al-Kawakibi wrote the foreword to the book, where he says, "What
distinguishes Elaf Badr EI-Din's attempt from previous related attempts is the expanded analytical
highlighting of the legacy of the Syrian revolution and its various manifestations, developments and
mechanisms including the linguistic, visual, and audio discourse. The Syrian revolution has
sometime modified the components of this discourse, while radically changing it at other times."



